Before our Friday paper was even delivered to most of your homes, help was on the way for Barb Fontaine.

Ms Fontaine is the Lindsay diabetic who would like to better regulate her diabetes with an insulin pump, but can’t afford it.

Just after 9 a.m. Friday, Charles Ray III called our office. He’s the namesake of a registered American charitable organization that collects and distributes supplies for diabetics who are not insured or are underinsured. He read Ms Fontaine’s story on the Internet and called to offer help.

Mr. Ray, who lives and works in North Carolina, was diagnosed with diabetes when he was 17. He was an avid supporter of groups that supported diabetics, and he was encouraged to start his own association.

“I’m more of an activist,” he says. “Nobody offers the service that we provide.”

Through the Charles Ray III Diabetes Association, diabetic supplies are collected and redistributed to those who need them. The supplies include glucometers and testing strips.

Mr. Ray says their first insulin pump was donated in 2001, and they’ve given about 12 away since. He’s hoping Ms Fontaine will also be a recipient.

Asked how he gets the supplies, Mr. Ray says, “through a lot of hard work, determination, and listening to a lot of people say ‘no’.” 
He says the pumps are usually donated after a diabetic has died. “They aren’t dilapidated or out-of-date,” he says. The association is currently distributing model 507 or higher, says Mr. Ray.

Luther Vandross’s mother, Mary, has seen many of her family members suffer and die from complications of diabetes. She is a spokesperson for the Charles Ray III Diabetes Association. “Having Mrs. Vandross is one of the biggest accomplishments of the organization,” says Mr. Ray.

When notified of the offer of help, Ms Fontaine was stunned. “Oh my God,” she said. “It’s just incredible.”

She’s never heard of an organization that distributes used equipment. Yet she herself has passed along an old glucose meter. Her sister-in-law was married to a doctor overseas, says Ms Fontaine. The meters were just too expensive for diabetics to have their own. When she got a new meter, she sent her old one to the doctor, who kept in his office for glucose readings, rather than ordering full blood work regularly.

So in a case of paying it forward, Ms Fontaine may be getting an insulin pump sooner than she imagined.

For more information about the Charles Ray III Diabetes Association, visit www.charlesray.g12.com.

