Barb Fontaine is just weeks away from an insulin pump.

The Lindsay woman has been a diabetic since she was 16 years old. She shared her story and frustration about wanting, but not being able to afford, an insulin pump with This Week in April. Charles Ray III, who operates a non-profit organization from North Carolina read the story online.

The day the paper hit the streets, Mr. Ray called This Week’s office to offer a pump to Ms Fontaine.

Mr. Ray says paperwork must be filled out by the recipient and their physician. When he gets the information, the pump gets sent out, “likely that day. We’re looking forward to coming through for her,” he says.
The Charles Ray III Diabetes Association has asked for a donation of $800, roughly one-tenth the cost of the pump

The donation to his foundation covers the costs of acquiring the used insulin pumps and paperwork.

The financial requirement “really helps up out tremendously,” he says. Because the foundation does not run major fundraisers, nor do they get a lot of private contributions, “it was really difficult to stay afloat,” he says of days before requesting 10 per cent of the value of the pump.

Mr. Ray says Ms Fontaine “really lucked out.” She’ll be receiving a “newer type model.” 
He says the donation is “very reasonable” and adds that “if people really want to get on the pumps, they do what they need to do to get it.”
To help raise the money, Ms Fontaine’s children have been selling chocolate bars. She says a few people have questioned why they’d be selling chocolate for a diabetic charity.

“Just because I can’t eat it doesn’t mean other people can’t,” she says. “I still buy it for my husband and children.”

She’s also gotten a boost from her employer, Fredda Symonds, owner of Cottage Cove in the Lindsay Square Mall.

Ms Symonds is offering a $100 gift certificate to Cottage Cove to be raffled. Ms Fontaine says 150 tickets have been printed. The draw will be held May 28 or when all the tickets sell, whichever comes first. The raffle tickets cost $5 each or three for $10.

And Pot Pourri in the mall is selling chocolate-covered raisins, almonds and bars for the cause.

“He’s an amazing man,” says Ms Fontaine of Mr. Ray. She says he plans to make “a big deal” out of her case, as she’s the first Canadian he’s helped.

“It gives me goosebumps,” says Ms Fontaine. “I’m so excited.”

Mr. Ray says his association is able to accept insulin pumps from Canada. Anyone who has pumps that can be given away can contact his association at www.charlesray.g12.com or call 1-919-303-6949.

